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1. Answering God’s Call

In the Ordinal the bishop asks the following question of the ordinand: “Do you think in your heart, that you are truly called, according to the will of our Lord Jesus Christ, and according to the Canons of this Church, to the Order and Ministry of Priesthood?”

This is the crucial question and something that every man needs to ask himself when he makes the decision to pursue Holy Orders.  So, how do you know if you have been called?  Some aspirants come from a long line of clergy in their families and feel that it is important for them to follow in that tradition.  If that is the case, then discernment of a true vocation may be difficult.  How can you distinguish between family expectations and God’s call?  A similar difficulty can arise if your motivation comes from either a series of failed attempts at other professions or from thinking that being a priest would give you respectability or from other more secular motivations.  
So, how do you know if you are truly called?  St. Paul, in his first letter to Timothy says that one who aspires to be a bishop “must not be a recent convert.”  I dare say this also applies to those who wish to become priests.  Upon accepting Christ as your Lord and Savior you might, as St. Paul says, “be puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil.”  Moreover, you may simply be the result of the seed falling upon rocky ground which eventually withers and dies because no roots can be established.  What I am saying is that discernment cannot be rushed; it needs time to take root, to be nourished, and to grow.  So, how does this happen?

The first thing you must do is be active in an Anglican Church.  As a member of a local congregation you need to ask yourself if you are comfortable with Anglican churchmanship and if you truly enjoy the liturgy.  You must feel that the Book of Common Prayer brings you into communion with the Lord and that you believe that you are receiving the Body and Blood of Christ when you come to the altar for Holy Communion.

Secondly, and this is probably the most important thing, you need to ask yourself: Do I love God?  Hopefully, it is your love for God that brings you to church every Sunday.  In loving God you are expected to strive to live the Christian life and to avoid doing any sort of evil.  Since we all fall short of the glory of God it is necessary to ask God’s forgiveness for any sins that you do commit; often this is done in the daily offices of Morning and Evening Prayer.  Thus, an important prayer life is essential and this can best be done by use of the Book of Common Prayer.
Thirdly, you need to ask yourself: Do I really love my neighbor as myself?   Do you love the members of your congregation, do you love those with whom you live and work even if some of them may seem unlovable?  Do you pray for others and are you concerned for their well-being?  

Fourthly, you should ask yourself: Am I a generous person?  Are you generous with your church offerings?  Do you contribute, as you are able, to missionary and other worthy causes?  Remember, you are not pursuing the priesthood for monetary reasons.  Priesthood involves sacrificial giving for your reward is not in earthly things but in spiritual ones.
Finally, and this does not mean my list is all-inclusive, you should ask yourself if you are committed to studying Holy Scripture and other areas of Theology that will qualify you to be an effectual preacher and teacher.  Moreover, studying does not end when you complete the required courses for ordination but is something that you need to continue throughout your life.

2.   Responsibilities and Expectations of Being a Priest

The questions addressed to the ordinand as they are found on pp.541-543 in the Book of Common Prayer are a good summary of your responsibilities as a priest.  However, I would like to expand upon the last question: Will you reverently obey your Bishop, and other chief Ministers, who, according to the Canons of the Church, may have the charge and government over you…?”  Here the area of discernment comes into play once again.  Through discernment you have decided to pursue the priesthood.  When you are a priest, you must discern how God will use you in your ministry.  In order to avoid subjectivity, our Anglican Tradition uses your bishop as a means for that discernment.  Your bishop may ask you to do a ministry that is not particularly to your liking.  You must remember that your ministry is not to be based upon your likes or dislikes, it is God who calls us and we believe that He uses your bishop for that purpose.  Ministry involves sacrifice and you may well be called to leave your “comfort zone.”  If the bishop wants you to relocate, then you do it.  If the bishop asks you to get involved in a ministry that is not especially to your liking, you obey.  History has shown that often when a priest is “sent” to perhaps a less favorable ministry it turns out to be a blessing
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This brief monograph was written to give you, the postulant, a basic framework through which you are pursuing Holy Orders.  It is important for you maintain close contact with your bishop, your mentor, your pastor, and the Board of Examining Chaplains.  All of the above are here to help you in your journey.  But, above all, seek God’s guidance through prayer, the reading of Holy Scriptures, and your theological studies.  The priesthood is a wonderful calling which presents itself with so many blessings.  I wish you God speed as you proceed on your journey. 


   
.
