Name of Parish Anglican Church

Anglican Church in America

Diocese of the Northeast
Portland, Maine

CONSTITUTION

Proposed and to conform to the Canons of the Church

ARTICLE – I

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

        The Purpose of this Church is the continuation of public Worship of Almighty God in the One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Faith In the Anglican Tradition. This Parish assents to the Canons, Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of the Anglican Church in America and the Diocese of the Northeast within the Traditional Anglican Communion. The 1928 Book of Common Prayer remains fully authoritative for liturgical use and service at Name of Parish Anglican Church, together with other Service Books as cited in Article 10 of the Constitution and Canons of the Anglican Church in America.

ARTICLE – II

INCORPORATION

        Name of Parish Anglican Church is operated as a Tax Exempt Independent Religious Corporation.  The Rector/Vicar, Wardens and Vestry of the Corporation are the “Legal Authority” of the said Religious Corporation and are known as the Vestry of the parish and as such are the representatives of the Parish Members and have all the powers and privileges of a Religious Corporation under the Laws of the State of Maine.  The Canons of the Anglican Church in America, The Diocese of the Northeast, and the By-Laws of the Parish, direct the duties of the Legal Authority of the Parish.

ARTICLE – III

 OFFICERS

        The Rector/Vicar of Name of Parish Anglican Church shall have all the rights and privileges accorded to him as defined by Canon 42, Sec 1 of The Anglican Church in America and as outlined in the By-Laws of this Parish Church.  The duties and terms of Office of the Wardens, Treasurer, Clerk, and Vestry Members shall conform to the Canons of the Anglican Church in America, The Diocese of the Northeast, and the By-Laws of this Parish Church.

ARTICLE – IV

 ANNUAL MEETING

        There shall be an Annual Meeting of the members of this Parish, with due notice, at a date and time as indicated in the By-Laws of the Parish.  A “Rain Date”, due to inclement weather shall be governed by the By-Laws of Saint Paul’s Parish Church and may be posted with the notice of the Annual Meeting.

ARTICLE – V

PARISH MEMBERSHIP

        “Voting Members” of the Parish shall be 18 years of age, or older, who have fulfilled the requirements of the Canons of the Church and the by-laws of Name of Parish Church.  These persons shall be listed on an Official Roster of Voting Members as given by the Rector and kept by the Parish Clerk.  The Rector/Vicar shall certify attendance and participation; the Treasurer shall certify support of the Parish by recorded contributions.

ARTICLE – VI

QUORUMS, VOTING RIGHTS AND MEETINGS

        At any Annual or Special meeting of the Parish the quorum shall be as outlined in the By-Laws of the Parish.  A majority vote of the voting members present following the certification of a quorum shall confirm all issues presented for vote by the Vestry, except as otherwise provided in the By-laws. Special Meetings may be called by the Rector/Vicar or Wardens and Vestry or by a specified number of Voting Members of the Parish as outlined in the by-laws of the Parish.  A notice of such meetings shall be posted as required by the By-Laws of the Parish.  All records of any Parish Meeting or Vestry Meeting shall be kept by the Parish Clerk and filed as the permanent record of the Parish.

ARTICLE – VII

COMMITTEES

        In order to carry out the daily business and special events of the Church, Committees may be established.  Specific responsibilities of committees and their members are as outlined in the By-Laws of the Parish and subject to the Canons of the Church.  Committee appointments and membership are to be approved as outlined in the By-Laws of the Parish.  Duties and responsibilities of the committee chairmen shall be documented and presented to the Rector/Vicar, Wardens and Vestry for approval.  Committees may include, but are not limited to;  THE BUILDING COMMITTEE, HOUSEKEEPING COMMITTEE, LEGAL COMMITTEE, EMERGENCY ACTION COMMITTEE, PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE, ALTAR GUILD, FLOWER COMMITTEE, FINANCE COMMITTEE, AND

BY-LAWS COMMITTEE.  The Rector/Vicar is “Ex-Officio” member and chairman of

all committees.  All Committees are governed by the By-Laws of the Parish.

ARTICLE – VIII

SYNOD AND DIOCESAN MEETINGS

        Name of Parish Anglican Church will provide the required delegates to the Annual Diocesan Synod.  The Rector/Vicar must certify all persons representing The Parish, as delegates.  Delegates to the Annual Synod and other Diocesan Meetings have the free right to vote and express concerns and the concerns of The Parish at such meetings. Expenses of the Delegates to Synod and other Diocesan meetings shall be paid by the Parish, subject to availability of funds for that purpose.  Delegates to the Diocesan Synod will be elected at the Annual Meeting of the Parish.

ARTICLE – IX

FINANCIAL AFFAIRS OF THE PARISH

The financial affairs of the Parish are duly protected as a right of the congregation to control their temporalities.  A Treasurer will be elected, according to the By-Laws, to account for the monies under his control.  The duties and responsibilities of the Treasurer are outlined in the Canons of the Church and the By-Laws of Name of Parish Church. All financial records of the Parish are subject to an annual financial audit as directed in the By-Laws of Name of Parish Church.  The Rectors/Vicars Discretionary Account is exempt from audit and review, except by the Bishop. All dispositions of property and funds are the responsibility of the Rector/Vicar, Wardens, and Vestry as outlined in our Incorporation and the By-Laws of this Parish.  All financial reports of the treasurer will become part of the permanent records of the Parish. All monetary or personal properties transferred as gifts or bequests to Name of Parish Parish Church shall be used as legally intended by the grantor.  Funds or properties

gifted to the Parish without specification shall be specified for use or placement by a majority vote of the Rector/Vicar, Wardens and Vestry. All gifts and or personal properties gifted to Name of Parish Church shall remain the property of Name of Parish Church.  No gift, including any gift given to the Rector/Vicar for his use, shall become the personal property of the Rector/Vicar and such items will revert back to the Parish at the conclusion of the Tenure of the Rector/Vicar.  Gifts given to the Parish are for the Parish use and should never be considered the personal property of any Officer of the Parish.  Endowments, Financial Investments Portfolios, or Trusts that may be established in the name of Name of Parish Church will be administered according to the instructions of the Grantor if any.  When instructions do not exist such gifts will be administered by the Rector/Vicar, Wardens, and Vestry and will be used for the sole benefit of Name of Parish Church. The Treasurer will record all financial transactions relating to gifts and gifts of special use, these records will become part of the permanent record of the Parish.

ARTICLE – X

PARISH ADMINISTRATION

        Normal attention shall be given to the daily administration of the affairs of the Parish as outlined in the by-laws of the Parish.  The Rector/Vicar, Wardens and Vestry are responsible for the Business, Legal, and Financial Affairs of the Parish and to be sure that all such matters are reported monthly at the Vestry Meeting and entered into the Records of the Parish by the Parish Clerk. The management of the Parish Office will be the responsibility of the Parish Secretary, if there be one.  The Rector/Vicar shall be available to the Bishop of the Diocese upon request for service to the Diocese.  It is expected that time will be made available for the continuing education of the Clergy of the Parish.

ARTICLE – XI

PHYSICAL PROPERTIES
        Physical Parish Properties, exterior, interior and the contents thereof shall be maintained and insured, as outlined in the By-Laws of the Parish.    The exterior and interior of the Church Building, Parish Hall, and Rectory, if there be one, are to be maintained as specified in the By-Laws of the Parish.  Such maintenance, routine improvements, and capital improvements are the responsibility of the Wardens and Vestry.  All improvements and major changes will be reviewed with the Rector/Vicar, as directed by the By-Laws of the Parish.

ARTICLE – XII

TAXES AND ASSESSMENTS

        Name of Parish Anglican Church is incorporated as an Independent Religious Corporation under the Laws of the State of Maine and is exempt from filing and paying Corporate and Sales Taxes.  It is the responsibility of the Wardens and Vestry of Name of Parish Church, LOCATION, to insure that all property taxes, if any, are paid when due and that no liens or debt be incurred as a result of non-payment of such taxes. The Church Building and Parish Hall are exempt from city property taxes as outlined in the laws governing Religious Corporations of the State of Maine. Assessments levied by the Diocese of the Northeast and the National Church, as set by those bodies shall be paid by the Parish in a timely manner.

POSTSCRIPT

        In this Constitution of Name of Parish Anglican Church in America, Diocese of the Northeast, located in LOCATION we do nothing new.  We form no new body but continue as Anglicans and proclaim the Faith proclaimed and given to us by the Apostles, Doctors, and Early Church Fathers of The Church.  This Faith we proclaim to the world through the authority of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

        APPROVED AND ADOPTED BY A MAJORITY VOTE, OF THE VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT, AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH, ON THIS 
________TH DAY OF _____________ , IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD, 2007.

Rector/Vicar________________________________________________________




SO AUTHORIZED
Senior Warden______________________________________________________




SO AUTHORIZED
Clerk_____________________________________________________________




SO AUTHORIZED
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