Worship of God.  The congregation kneels in prayer, stands in song and sits in the reading of lessons or Homilies.  The Gospel is preached and Bible study and devotional prayers are part of the church’s spiritual life.

The church has Bishops, Priests and Deacons who trace their lineage back through an important line of apostolic succession. Clergy, who are generally married or can choose to be celibate, and may be part of Monastic communities such as the Benedictines, Franciscans or Augustinians.   Only men are ordained as clergy, but women may participate in the works of the church as Deaconesses or in various orders.
The Blessed Mother is honored as the Mother of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ but not worshiped with God.  Devotions such as the Rosary are often said.  Saints are also honored but not worshipped.  

Anglo-catholics continue in the tradition of the early undivided church and pray for the day when we are once again all one in intercommunion on Earth.  We are evangelical-preaching the good news of salvation in Christ, orthodox-true to the church and its traditions, reformed-holding up that Scripture contains all that is necessary for salvation and man may not require anything that is not contained in Scripture for salvation and catholic-united in faith, practice and tradition universally with Christ’s church on Earth.

If you are a “roaming catholic”, please talk with us and may God bless you in your journey of faith.  
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Perhaps one of the biggest misunderstandings in modern Christianity is the concept of Catholicism.  In the early days of the Christian Church, the faith spread throughout the Roman Empire and took hold in the Middle East, Southern Europe and as far north as the British Isles.  Each of the churches established in those areas developed the characteristics of the culture and belief structure of the society it became part of.  In the first century, early Christians looking to spread the Gospel introduced Christ to the Celtic tribes of what was later to become Ireland, England, Scotland and Wales.  
After Christianity became the official religion of the Empire under the Emperor Constantine, missionaries went to Britain to convert the heathen tribes of the people of the north.  Those missionaries found an active Celtic Christian Church and in the seventh century, the Celtic Church throughout Britannia came under the Bishop of Rome after the Synod of Whitby (664 AD) and became part of the universal church, or what we know today as the Holy Church of Rome.  The Celtic Church brought with it its own rich traditions of worship and liturgies which were combined with the practices of the rest of the Church, making it universal or “catholic”. 
In the 11th century, the Churches of the East dissolved their relationship with the Bishop of Rome, becoming known as the Eastern Orthodox Church.  In the 16th century, the Protestant Reformation further separated the church and an independent Church of England reemerged.  The Church maintained many of its traditional means of worship and theology but the influence of the Reformation was felt in the theological beliefs of the Church worldwide.

Anglo-catholics continue in the rich tradition of the first century church, influenced by the various reforms and developments that have shaped the Church through history.  The Church, like Rome and the Eastern Churches stands alone in its governance but shares with Rome and the East many important theological beliefs.  Anglo-catholics, also called Traditional Anglicans, maintain the theology of the undivided church, accept the three great creeds of Christendom, and continue to worship in the manner as prescribed in the traditions of the early church.
Roman Catholic and Eastern Orthodox Christians will see many familiarities in the worship, ceremony and practice of the church.  Protestant Christians will see a strong focus on Biblical teaching and reformed theology that has influenced all of the Christian denominations. 

The central form of worship in the church is the Mass, according to the Sarum Rite which is similar to the Latin Rite. Like our Roman, Eastern and Lutheran brothers and sisters, we believe in the real presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist.  The Bible is considered to be the inspired word of God and contains all things necessary for salvation. 

In worship, music is an important part of our worship.  Masses are often chanted and the use of incense is commonplace. Celebrants face the altar in worship with the focus of their 
