INTRODUCTION TO ANGLICAN CHRISTIANITY

Session 1: The Church in History

Opening Prayer and Welcome
Goals of the Program

The Beginning of the Christian Church
1. What event is considered to be the beginning of the Church?

Reading: Acts 2: 1-13

2. Who comprises the Church?

Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:12-30

3. What is our part in the Church?
Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
4. What is the Authority of the Church?
Matthew 28:16-20, John 21:15-25
5. How did the Apostles exercise that authority?

Acts 1:21-26, Acts 6:1-7, 1Timothy 3:1-13

6. What is our responsibility as Christians?
Mark 16:15-16
7. The Continuing Church
Growth of the Christian Church and Historic Anglicanism
Study Text: Anglican Christianity
Other References: The Church in History, John Booty; 

Our Anglican Heritage, John Howe

End of Session: Closing Prayer
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Session 2: The 39 Articles of Religion
As established by the Bishops, the Clergy, and the Laity of the Church, in convention, on September 12th, 1801.

Opening Prayer and Welcome

Reference: The Thirty-Nine Articles: Buried Alive? By Rev. Samuel C. Pascoe

Article 1: Of Faith in the Holy Trinity

The Nicene Creed 
Article 2: Of the Word, or Son of God, which was made very Man.

John 1:14, I Corinthians 1:23

Article 3: Of the going down of Christ into Hell.

Psalm 16:10, Acts 2:27,31, I Peter 3:18-20.

Article 4: Of the Resurrection of Christ

I Corinthians 15:12-19

Article 5: Of the Holy Ghost
The Nicene Creed
Article 6: Of the Sufficiency of the Holy Scriptures for Salvation

II Timothy 3:14-17, Acts 16:30-31, Matthew 4:4
Of the Names and Number of the Canonical Books

How many books compose the official Canon of Scripture?
What is the Apocrypha?

Article 7: Of the Old Testament

What is the difference between law and Gospel?
Article 8: Of the Creeds

What are the three historic creeds of Christianity that are the foundation of doctrine?
Article 9: Of Original or Birth Sin

What is the nature of man?
Article 10: Of Free Will

Ephesians 2:1-5.
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Session 3: The 39 Articles of Religion
Opening Prayer and Welcome

Article 11: Of the Justification of Man

Romans 3:21-26, Romans 4:5, Romans 10:8-9, 13.
Article 12: Of Good Works

James 2:14-19, 20-26
Article 13: Of Works before Justification

Romans 9:30-31, 10:1-4, 1 Samuel 16:7, Hebrews 4:12
Article 14: Of Works of Supererogation

Mark 10:17-31, I Timothy 6:17-18, Matthew 6:1-4, Luke 18:10-14
Article 15: Of Christ alone without Sin

Luke 1:35, John 14:30, Acts3:14, II Corinthians 5:21, Hebrews 4:15, Hebrews 7:26-28, I Peter 2:22, I John 3:5

Article 16: Of Sin after Baptism

John 1:17, Matthew 18:15-18, John 20:23
Article 17: Of Predestination and Election

Romans 9:16-18, Psalm 100:3, Romans 9:19-21, Ephesians 1:5, Ephesians 2:1-5
Article 18: Of obtaining eternal Salvation only by the Name of Jesus Christ

John 14:6, Acts 4:12

Article 19: Of the Church

Faithful people-Hebrews 11:6, Faithful work-Matthew 28:19-20, Matthew 16:18
Article 20: Of the Authority of the Church

Ephesians 2:21-22, 1 Timothy 3:15, 2 Timothy 1:13, 2 Timothy 4:2
Article 21: Of the Authority of General Councils

Article 22: Of Purgatory 
Article 23: Of Ministering in the Congregation

Called and sent-Matthew 4:18-21 Matthew 10:16, Acts 26:17,Matthew 28:18
Article 24: Of Speaking in the Congregation in such a Tongue as the people understandeth
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Session 4: The 39 Articles of Religion
Opening Prayer and Welcome

Article 25: Of the Sacraments

Romans 6:4, Mark 10:38, 1 Corinthians 11:26
Article 26: Of the Unworthiness of the Ministers, which hinders not the effect of the Sacraments

I Timothy 3, Titus 1: 5-9, Hebrews 7:28.
Article 27: Of Baptism

Matthew 28:19
Article 28: Of the Lord’s Supper
Luke 22:19-20
Article 29: Of the Wicked, which eat not the Body of Christ in the use of the Lord’s Supper

John 6:53-58, 1 Corinthians 27-29
Article 30: Of Both Kinds

Matthew 26:27-28, Mark 14:23-24.
Article 31: Of one Oblation of Christ finished upon the Cross

John 12:44-50, Hebrew 7:23-27, Hebrew 9:11-15.
Article 32: Of the Marriage of Priests

Matthew 19:1-12, 1 Corinthians 7:1-7.
Article 33: Of excommunicate Persons, how they are to be avoided

Matthew 18:15-18, 1 Timothy 1:18-20.
Article 34: Of the Traditions of the Church

1 Corinthians 14:26, 40.  
What is the difference between doctrine and tradition?
Article 35: Of the Homilies

Article 36: Of Consecration of Bishops and Ministers  BCP PAGE 529
Article 37: Of the Power of Civil Magistrates

Article 38: Of Christian’s Men’s Goods, which are not common

Article 39: Of a Christian’s Man’s Oath

James 5:12
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Session 5: Worship of the Church
Opening Prayer and Welcome

Worship: Prayer, church service or other rite showing reverence or devotion, homage or veneration, devotion, admiration, intense love; an act of religious devotion, an offering of prayers. (Webster)

1. Why do we worship?

2. What is private worship?
3. What is prayer?
4. What is corporate worship?
5. How was the worship of the church developed?

6. What do symbols and signs represent?

7. What are liturgical colors and what do they mean?

8. What are smells and bells?

9. Why do we have liturgical calisthenics? 

10. What is the Service of Holy Communion commonly called the Mass?
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Session 6: The Book of Common Prayer
Opening Prayer and Welcome

1. Brief history of the Book of Common Prayer
2. Ratification of the BCP and Preface (iv,v)
3. Service of the Church, Use of the Psalter and the Lectionary (vii)
4. Psalms and Lessons for the Christian Year (x)
5. The Church Calendar (xlvi)
6. Tables and Rules for Feasts, Days of Fasting and Abstinence, Solemn Supplication (l)
7. Tables of Precedence and Holy Days (li,lii)
8. Daily Morning Prayer (3)
9. Daily Evening Prayer (21)
10. Prayers and Thanksgivings (35)
11. The Litany (54)
12. Penitential Office for Ash Wednesday (60)
13. Order for Administration of the Lord’s Supper or Holy Communion (67)
14. Collects, Epistles and Gospels (90)
15. The Pastoral Offices (273-338)
Administration of Baptism, Instruction, Confirmation, Marriage, Thanksgiving for Childbirth, Visitation of the Sick, Communion of the Sick and Burial of the Dead

16. The Episcopal Offices (529-569)
Dedications, Orders, Ordinations, Consecrations
17. The Catechism (577)

18. Forms of Prayer to be used in Families (587)

19. Articles of Religion (603)
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Session 7: The Affirmation of St. Louis and the Continuing Traditional Church
Opening Prayer and Welcome

ANGLICAN CHURCH IN AMERICA

A Member of the Traditional Anglican Communion

PRINCIPLES OF DOCTRINE, MORALITY AND FAITH

(Excerpts from the Affirmation of St Louis, a foundational document of the ACA)
PRINCIPLES OF DOCTRINE
The Nature of the Church: ... True religion is revealed to man by God. We cannot decide what is truth, but rather (in obedience) ought to receive, accept, cherish, defend and teach what God has given us. The Church is created by God, and is beyond the ultimate control of man. 
Holy Scriptures: The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments (are) the authentic record of God's revelation of Himself, His saving activity, and moral demands - a revelation valid for all men and all time. 
Incompetence of Church Bodies to Alter Truth: We disclaim any right or competence to suppress, alter or amend any of the ancient Ecumenical Creeds and definitions of Faith, to set aside or depart from Holy Scripture, or to alter or deviate from the essential pre-requisites of any Sacrament.
PRINCIPLES OF MORALITY
Man's Duty to God: All people are bound by the dictates of the Natural Law and by the revealed Will of God, insofar as they can discern them.
Family Life: The God-given sacramental bond in marriage between one man and one woman is God's loving provision for procreation and family life, and sexual activity is to be practiced only within the bonds of Holy Matrimony.
Christian's Duty to be Moral: We believe, therefore, it is the duty of the Church and her members to bear witness to Christian Morality, to follow it in their lives, and to reject the false standards of the world.
	The Apostolic Faith in the Anglo-Catholic Tradition
We affirm that the Church of our fathers, sustained by the most Holy Trinity, lives yet, and that we, being moved by the Holy Spirit to walk only in that way, are determined to continue in the Catholic Faith, Apostolic Order, Orthodox Worship and Evangelical Witness of the Traditional Anglican Church.
We repudiate all deviation or departure from the Faith, in whole or in part, and bear witness to these essential principles of Evangelical Truth and Apostolic Order.
The Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the authentic record of God's revelation of himself, his saving activity, and moral demands; a revelation valid for all men and all time.
We further affirm that no Church body may require as necessary for salvation anything that is not contained within Holy Scripture, nor may it require of its members allegiance to any doctrine, discipline, or practice that is contrary to the same.
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