
  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
God be with you all as we enter the holy 

season of Advent. May we all use this time of 
preparation wisely, preparing our hearts for the 
coming of Emmanuel; God among us. A 
month's time is hardly enough to reflect upon 
the great gift God has given us. Truly, He has 
given us no less than Himself. Indeed, He has 
given us all.   

Perhaps we might reflect upon the wonderful 
Advent story of the very first meeting of John 
the Baptist and Jesus. Infants, still in the womb, 
they recognize each other. The one recognizes 
instantly the God of his creation; the other, Jesus, 
responds to the joy of one who recognizes Him. 
So let it be with us this season. Let us recognize 

the God who 
has created and 
nurtures us, 
who will give 
Himself to us 
with a complete 
understanding 
of what will 
happen. And 
yet will still 
entrust Himself 
fully to the 
minds and 
hearts of those 
that He will 
live among for 

a time. And He knows that there are those who 
will recognize Him and reach out to Him in 
love, gratitude and great and abiding faith.  

Reach out to Christ this season. He will 
reach out to you.  

Your Brother in Christ,  

+Brian 
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MEDITATIONS ON UNITY   

This season, whether at Thanksgiving, 
Christmas or, yes, even New Year's Eve, many 
of us will gather in family groups to celebrate 
the holidays. We will attend church services and 
join with our close-knit church families to 
welcome the Christ child into our hearts once 
again this year. It is a special time. And it is a 
real, honest-to-goodness example of unity.   

Think about that! When do we feel most 
unified, most part of each others' world? Yes, it 
is when we are a part of a family. That includes 
our church family. Unity is at its best when people 
join together in the name of Jesus Christ. That is 
the love that binds us most completely together.  

Our son, Colin, will graduate from college 
this year. His time of preparation for the "real 
world" is nearly over and he is looking at job 
prospects. Ljuba and I are very gratified by the 

fact that he seems to have a job lined up. Praise 
God! But during his college years, he held down 
a part-time job. He signed on as a First Responder 
at the Bennington Rescue Squad. He trained for 
the work, received his license and went out on 
emergency calls. He would be present at car 
crashes, assisting with emergency first aid. He 
carried seriously ill people to ambulances, making 
sure they were safely transported to hospitals. 
Often, he drove the ambulances.  

Colin was very serious about this work. 
He described that the First Responder had to make 
many decisions very quickly. The correct decisions 
were absolutely necessary. One had to be 
focused, to act quickly and to be part of a team. 
The goal was always to save the life of the 
injured people.  

During the next several months and 
years, our diocese, as well as our national 
church, will be discussing questions of unity 
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with other jurisdictions. While we are not required 
to make the quick decisions a First Responder 
must make, we are required to make the correct 
decisions. Above all, we must make decisions 
that promote the spiritual health and safety of 
our parishes and diocese. We must always care 
for each other.  

It is always healthy to study documents 
like the Apostolic Constitution or various inter-
communion agreements. However, we must 
recognize that these instruments are nothing 
more than paper and ink or images on our internet 
screens. The real unity comes about among 
God's people. That is where unity will be realized.  

The First Responder knows that reading a 
manual may be part of his training, but that 
healing can only happen where he finds the 

wounded people. It is among the faithful people 
of God that true healing will take place. When 
we act together, as a unified parish or diocese, 

we achieve a unity that is truly honored by God.  

Faithfully,  

+Brian                       

Oratory at the Bishop s office 
Belchertown MA 

Pastoral Letter from the Bishop  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,   
This pastoral letter comes to you after a very 

busy period of time. Our diocesan synod was indeed 
a blessing and I want to thank all who participated in 
that wonderful gathering. Since my last major pastoral 
letter of June 3, many events have come to pass that 
require our prayerful discernment. Accordingly, I 
commend the following to you for your thoughts and 
prayers. I request that this letter be shared with every 
parish in the diocese.  

OF UNITY AND CONVERSION   

Few of us would argue against the principle 
of Christian unity. The unity of God's people is 
something that we earnestly pray for and eagerly 
seek. Indeed, on the Day of Pentecost when the 
church was born, all were gathered together in 
one place and "with one accord." It is that quality 
of being in accord with each other that makes 
the church a healthy, functioning home for God 
on earth. That spirit of accord is also one that we 
should endeavor to create and celebrate in our 
parishes.  

We all wish in our heart of hearts to be of 
one accord, in unity with each other in a bond of 
love that replicates the very bond of love between 
the Father and the Son.   

I am very happy to report that most 
churches in our diocese are indeed of one accord, 
particularly as it relates to our desire to worship 
God in the Anglican tradition. While we are far 
from perfect, we do recognize the necessity of 
continually aspiring to join with each other in 
closer bonds of unity. It is clear that God has 
called us to be together in unity and serve His 
church faithfully.  

Above all, we must remember that unity 
begins at home. Just as a family should stay together 
in unity, so should our parishes and diocese 
remain unified, committed to each other and to 
our common life and mission. We all know that 
divorce and separation causes pain and disruption 
to family life. Similarly, any splits or separations 
within the Christian family will cause pain and 
disruption to the lives of God's children. It is 
vital that we stay together.  

What does seem clear to me is this: 
breaking our diocese and parishes apart for the 
sake of some imagined unity makes no sense. 
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We must be of "one accord" as we seek a way 
forward. For that reason, I discourage any parish 
"votes." Any such votes seem certain to produce 
winners and losers. Children are often placed 
in difficult decisions during divorce proceedings 
when asked to vote whether to go with their 
Mother or Father. How wrenching such decisions 
must be for the hearts and souls of vulnerable 
children. We must never allow this to happen 
to us. Rather, I ask that all parishes seek to 
reach consensus about the future direction of 
their parish. Consensus requires a parish to be of 
one accord. This is the Godly thing to do. Just 
as all of God's children are loved by God, we 
must love each other and seek to prevent hurt 
and separation. This is certainly a much more 
challenging task than taking a simple vote. But I 
do not believe that God asks us to take a simple 
path; God asks us to take His path. That will 
mean that we treat all of God's children with love 
and respect. It will mean treating all parishes with 
love and respect, creating Christian communities 
where no one is voted in or out. God, I believe, 
would have it that way.   

Since the Apostolic Constitution was released 
nearly a year ago, many of us have sought to 
discern our way forward with regard to its 
provisions. Should we accept the Vatican s offer 
to become Roman Catholics and enter an Ordinariate 
or should we maintain our present course? Entering 
an Ordinariate requires that all who do so convert 
to Roman Catholicism. Archbishop Donald 
Wuerl, the Catholic archbishop in charge of 
Ordinariates in this country, has made this very 
clear; entering an Ordinariate requires that all 
who do so must convert to the Roman Catholic 
Church.  

Should any individuals be moved to seek 
entry into the Roman Cathol ic Church or 
Ordinariate, there are three basic options: one, you 
may simply join a Roman Catholic parish; second, 
you may write your bishop a letter seeking entry 
as an individual into an Ordinariate; or third, 
should your parish as a whole wish to join an 
Ordinariate, you may write to me and make that 
request. Should your parish be of "one accord" 
in seeking to join an Ordinariate, that path is 
clearly open. To date, I have received several 
letters from parishes that are indeed of one accord 
in seeking to remain with the ACA and the 

Diocese of the Northeast. These parishes have 
decided against entering an Ordinariate. I have 
not asked for such letters, but the parishes felt 
moved to send them along. I received one letter 
from a group that does seek admission to the 
Ordinariate. That body had reached a complete 
accord in its desire to accept the Vatican's offer. 
I asked that they send a letter to me in that regard. 
Upon receiving the letter, I forwarded it on to 
Archbishop Falk. He was, until recently, the 
person who collected all such requests.  

As I have traveled around the diocese, I 
have noted that there are presently few parishes 
seeking entry into the Ordinariate. There may be 
one or two. If so, I simply ask that the parish 
reach full consensus with ALL parishioners be-
fore requesting admission. As I mentioned in 
my June pastoral, those parishes that do not 
wish to join an Ordinariate need do nothing.  

You also should know that, as your 
bishop, I remain committed to Christian unity, 
which certainly includes the traditional Anglican 
Church bodies whose practices and beliefs are 
consistent with our own.  I remain also firmly 
committed to the Anglican Church in America. 
But, even more, I remain committed to the peo-
ple of the diocese I have been called to serve. 
May we seek always to be of one accord in our 
lives within God's holy church.  

Your Brother in Christ, 
+Brian  

Clergy after Synod Mass at St. Mary s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church in Manchester 


