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Michaelmas/Synod | ssue September 2010

FFrom the Bishop’s Chair

SYNOD WELCOME

We welcome al to this, the Nineteenth
Synod of the Diocese of the Northeast. Synod is
avery important time in the life of our diocese.
During this time, we meet to transact the tempo-
ral business of our church, to gather for prayer
and to celebrate our common life as members of
Christ's One Holy Catholic and Apostolic
Church.

Aswith all organizations, it is necessary that
we conduct an annual meeting, elect officers
and review the health of our tempora corpora-

tion. But because we are a church, we must re-
mind ourselves that the tempora is certainly
balanced by our first responsibility to love and
serve the Lord God.

| also firmly believe that God wants us to
have a good time when we transact the temporal
business of His holy church.

There are several important events that will
occur over the three days of our time together.
The Standing Committee, as is customary,
will meet a noon on Thursday. The Standing
Committee serves much as a vestry of the diocese.
We will read reports, look over the budget and
discuss the status of the diocese. Following the
Standing Committee meeting, a specia reception
is planned for the postulants, candidates and the
newly ordained members of the clergy. All are
cordially invited to attend and meet the future
deacons and priests who will lead our church
into the future.

We have severa specia events planned for
this synod. Jane Cormier will appear in the
world premiere production of "Teresa: The
Inner Song,” a presentation about the mystic,
Teresa of Avila. By popular demand, Bishop
George will reprise his wonderful musical
program. He may even teach us to sing some-
thing in Swedish.

On Friday morning, a special synod Mass
will be held a The Protection of the Blessed
Virgin Mary Ukrainian Catholic Church in
Manchester. We thank Father Robert Smolley




for his kind invitation to celebrate our synod
Mass at his church. His parish will also provide
brunch immediately following Mass.

Friday will also be dedicated to the business
meeting of the diocese. Last year, we requested
that all reports be submitted in advance. Copies
of the reports were collated and reproduced for
each delegate. This streamlined our business
session and allowed time for breakout sessions
of the House of Clergy and the House of Laity.
Because of the favorable reaction to this process,
we will plan to repeat this process. Many thanks
to Allan Wylie of Trinity Church/West Lebanon
for volunteering to produce the diocesan report
booklet.

We will conclude our time together with a
banquet on Friday evening and Morning Prayer
on Saturday morning.

It is my prayer that we will al be enriched
by our time together; that we come together in

love to experience the great joy that God's holy
church offersto us.
| pray that our coming together this year may
represent the best our hearts and minds may
offer in the service of God.
Y our Brother in Christ
+Brian

A MICHAELMASLETTER

During the past two years, since | became
the Third Bishop Ordinary of our diocese, |
have visited most of the parishes and missions
within the Diocese of the Northeast. | have been
deeply moved by the profound faith | have
witnessed wherever my travels have taken me.
We have such a rich and powerful witness in
our many congregations and a deep reverence
for the traditions of Christian worship that have
been our gift from God. It has also been a great
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gift that has been given to me, as your bishop, to
live and move among such committed Christians
who love their Anglican heritage.

But | am always mindful of the great challenges
we have in our increasingly secularized world, a
world that seems not to grasp the profound
truths that are contained in the Christian faith.
And yet, the truth of that faith exists everywhere
in God's world. We need only discern its presence.

Everything in our lives is filled with gospel
lessons. All we have to do is listen for them.
Because we live in God's world, we are surrounded
by God's message. As bishop, | am called to
teach the faith and in this letter, | want to ask us
all to be aware that so much of what we hear
and see in the world around us has to do with
the very specific lessons that God wishes to
teach us. Sometimes those lessons take us by
surprise. God likesto surprise us.

Last week, as | drove up the New York
Thruway toward Vermont, | had the radio tuned
to a news station. There was a lot of news on
that particular day, some of it very interesting,
but a good dedl of it clearly forgettable. The news
went through a forgettable zone somewhere
near Albany. But when we emerged from that
zone, | heard this: "the poor dragon." The poor
dragon. | wondered; what is this? Can it be a
children's story about a reluctant dragon? A new
movie? A book? What? | turned up the volume.

"St. George," the voice said, "was stabbing a
poor defenseless dragon.” St. George? A poor
defenseless dragon? Can | have heard correctly?
The voice repeated
it. 1 had indeed
heard correctly. For
amoment, | thought
that this must be
some joke, or per-
haps the cause of
some animal rights
activist seeking to
include dragons on the endangered species
list. After al, the dragon is amythical beast. Or
isit?

| find it curious that someone would side
with a dragon over St. George, a patron saint of
Anglicans everywhere. But this seemed more an
ignorance of the tradition, a complete misunder-
standing of the wonderful story of St. George.

St. George killed the dragon, a fierce beast who
was out to destroy that which is holy. Although
the dragon is a mythical beast, its activities and
opportunities for destruction are limitless. True
of Satan as well. Satan, we remember, is often
portrayed as a dragon. A mystical beast indeed!
Satan would love it if anyone were ever to refer
to him as "the poor dragon." Then he would
have us right where he wants us.

We must celebrate and remember the tradi-
tions of the faith, teach them accurately and
pass them on to others. Saint George, so dear to
the hearts of Anglicans, fought the dragon so
that we may see clearly what is right and good -
and what is not. Sympathy for that dragon says
much about our age's moral laxity. Let us al-
ways be clear about what is of God - and what
is not. And let us be ever ready to banish the
dragons from our own lives. And let us never
allow them to infect the life of our church. This
is God's world and God's church.

We remember, too, that this is Michaelmastide.
St. Michael the

Archangd is often SAINT
depicted standing
over a dragon.
Perhaps that
dragon is poor
and defenseless,
but only after a
long battle has
rendered him so.
And | pray that
we aways have
able defenders to
ward off the evil

MICHAEL

ARDEARGIL

of this world,

whether materia or imaginary. May we be dways
focused on the gospel of Jesus Christ, the true
defender of al that is holy.

| pray that God's holy church may aways be
a strong defender of the faith, a place where
God may be worshiped in safety and where the
wiles of all that is unholy may, through the pro-
tection of the saints, keep us from harm.

Y our Brother in Christ,

+Brian



Ellsworth, ME
St. Thomas Anglican Church

Greetings from St. Thomas!

In May we held our annual yard sale at the
home of our parishioner Vicki Hart, with the
help of Darren Hart, Katherine Jordan, Becky
Jordan, Joyce Barr and Siobhan Harris. The
sale was indeed a success and brought in
approx. $700.00 for the church’s building fund.
Donated items left over were give to Goodwill
Industries of Ellsworth.

We held our annual Church Picnic at the
church on July 25, 2010. It was a big success
and dozens of parishioners and guests attended
the potluck picnic. Thanks to Margaret Geary
who cooked for the event.

Our annua “LOBSTAH FEED” will take
place on August 28, with lobsters donated by
our senior warden and lobster boat captain,
Leroy Weed, who runs the whole event with
help from many other members, who
bring and prepare potato salad, corn on
the cab, and strawberry shortcakes, in
addition to Leroy’s donation of
“lobstah.” Many volunteers will come
to set up and clean up after the event.

There will be two sittings, at 4:00 and
6:00p.m. There are 100 tickets for the
two settings at $12.00 each, along with

20 takeout tickets. There are no expenses
to the church; everything including
food and labor is donated. Money
raised by the event will go to the Building
Fund. Between the sittings we will
have the drawing for the beautiful
“Orchard of Apples’ quilt made and
donated by our vestry member, Pat
Taniashvili. Enclosed is a photograph

of the quilt.

Captain Leroy also takes passengers on his
lobster boat for working excursions, with
proceedsgenerously donated to the Building

Fund, a very significant contribution each year.

On August 9 we were blessed with a visit
from the Most Reverend Walter Grundorf, the

presiding bishop of the Anglican Province of
America and his wife Mary Grundorf, residents

of Florida who were traveling in Maine. Members

of the Logos House board of trustees took the
Bishop and his wife out to dinner, where they
discussed the aims and objectives of Logos
House. The Bishop and the Board of Examining
Chaplains have expressed interest in Logos
House. The House’saimisthe training of deacons
and priests in traditional Anglicanism, whatever
the particular jurisdiction may be and anyone
interested in such training is welcome to apply.

Canon Henthorne continued this summer
with his series of John’s Gospel, and has begun
the next phase, following the Pentecost event,
of the emerging church of the Firgt Century as the
eschatological community, in the world but not
of it. Recent topics include the contrasting
views of two German church higtorians, Rudolph
Sohm and Adolf Harnack.

We continue our outreach to the Lakota
Tribe at Wounded Knee, SD, and we subscribe
to its publication;The Native Sun Newlsgeping
us abreast of events in the life of the Lakota
Sioux and the Reservation Communities. We

expect to make a significant donation for them
again this year.

————— Kevin A. Kelly



