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December, 2009—Advent/Christmas | ssue

Afrom the Bishop’s Chair

THE SEASON OF ADVENT

This week, | began to look for the Christmas
decorations. | confess that | am alittle late getting
started this year, but | have been somewhat
busy the past few weeks. With a deep sigh, |

ascended the stairs to the
attic, climbed through the
tiny door and turned on
the light. A thirty watt
bulb illuminates the space.
| looked around. Our attic
is cluttered. It is full of
stuff, the residue of nearly
thirty years of living in
this house. How would |
ever find the manger
among all this flotsam and
jetsam? My first impulse
was to pray: "help me,
God, to find you in the
midst of all this stuff."

That stopped me; it wasa |

perfect Advent prayer.
How do we find you,
God, in the midst of al
that getsin the way?
Chrigtians are congtantly
aware of God; we remember
God in our prayers and in
our daily lives. We thank
God for helping us through

the challenging times. We pray for each other.
Even if we are sometimes a bit cautious about

discussing God among casual acquaintances,
God is never far from our minds. But most of
us, whenever we think about God, imagine a
powerful, omniscient and incredibly enormous

being. After al, who but
God Almighty could create
the world? Who but God
Almighty would have the
audacity - and the ability -
to create beings in His
own image and people a
world with them? And
who but God Almighty,
in His infinite wisdom,
would trust such creatures
with the gift of free will?
Well, we say, He is God,
God can do anything.

True enough. But Advent
asks us to look a little
differently a Almighty
God. Advent is full of
images; strange stories of
John the Baptist with his
horrid diet and unfashion-
able clothing; readings
from the Revelation offer
us pictures many-eyed
creatures that dwell in
Heaven; dreams abound;




angels appear and, finally, on Christmas
morning, God Himself comes to us in human
form. What can we make of all this? After the
comparatively calm Trinity season, Advent
strikes us with a certain force each year.

Advent is a penitential season, a time of
preparation. This season reminds us to clear out
those elements in our lives that are not of God.
We humans tend to be egotistical creatures,
taking oursdlves far too serioudy. We get oursaves
tied up in knots about all sorts of things: Christmas
shopping, the price of heating oil and, yes, those
blasted letters from Rome. In the midst of all
this, we often forget that we are God's creation,
living in God's world and placed here to do
God'swill. God wants us to remember this.

After some looking, after opening two or
three boxes, | did find the manger. It is not
large; it fits on most any flat surface. Even the
smallest table will hold it easily. And the smallest
piece in this manger scene, among the animals, the
wise men, the parents is, of course, Jesus. The
smalest of the small, tiny and vulnerable. God
Almighty.

That is the great paradox of this season;
Almighty God has chosen to be with us, despite
our own weaknesses and frailties, and to share
the joys and sorrows of our lives. He embraces
us with a love beyond our comprehension. He
seeks only our embrace in return. During Advent,
if we reach through the clutter of our lives and
seek to embrace Him, we may just come to
know something of the wonder of this season.
And the enormous gift that has been givento us.

A Blessed Advent and a Very Merry Christ-
masto you All!

Y our Brother in Christ,
+Brian

ed note: The Bishop’s Advent prayer, "Help
me, God, to find you in the midst of all this
stuff," seems even more appropriate than usual
thisyear The air has certainly been a-buzz with
the latest developments in RC/Anglican rela-
tions. The following are the two statements by
our bishop on the matter. First, the pastoral
letter he asked to have read in the churches:

Nov. 11, 2009

Dear Brothers and Sistersin Christ,

Many of you are no doubt aware that the
Apostolic Congtitution was released [in November]
by the Holy See. This is the document we have
been awaiting since the original announcement
by the Roman Catholic Church some three
weeks [before].

Since its release, the bishops, clergy and laity
of this diocese have been reading the Apostolic
Constitution with great interest. There are many
aspects of this particular document that are gen-
erous indeed to former Anglicans.

There are, however, many questions that
remain, particularly for those of usin the Anglican
Church in America. Does the Apostolic Consti-
tution relate to the ACA/TAC aong with the
former Anglicans mentioned in the document?
Or will there be a further announcement? Re-
garding these questions, only time will tell.

The particular organizationa issues addressed
in the Apostolic Constitution will require time
to sort out and digest. The House of Bishops of
the Anglican Church in America has promised
its "serious, prayerful" consideration of the
Apostolic Constitution. We are bound to do
just that. Clearly, we cannot, nor should we,
respond without a time of prayer, reflection
and discernment. A too rapid response to a



document such as this may well suggest an

safe course, a course that will allow us all to

impulsive reaction, when a calm, measured and travel in safety to a destination that will be both

deliberative approach is warranted.

To that end, | will convena series of meetings
with clergy and laity over the next two weeks.
We will discuss the Apostolic Constitution in

welcoming and respectful of the travelers who

will have undertaken a truly remarkable journey.

As Christians, we should welcome the opportunity

to live into the redlity of Jesus Christ. That always

detail, raise questions, and seek to discern Godequires a journey of one kind or another.

will for us al. We are indeed members of
Christ's One Holy Catholic and Apostolic

Church. We are Anglican. We will remain Anglican.

And this participatory model is how Anglicans
conduct themselves. Yes, decisions will need
to be made. Those decisions must be informed
by study, prayer and an earnest desire to seek
God's will.
| invite your participation in this discussion.
Your Brother in Christ,
+Brian

and the following from the bishop’s monthly
newsletter for November:

THE APOSTOLIC CONSTITUTION
AND RELATED ISSUES

| should begin by addressing the major issue
of the day; the proposed intercommunion with
the Holy See. | have issued two pastora |etters
regarding this development and will not repeat
myself here. | do wish to emphasize, however,

Every day, it seems, we are receiving more
information. Just this morning, Archbishop
Hepworth sent a letter to the bishops of the
Anglican Church in America. In this letter,

Archbishop Hepworth hints at another landmark

on the horizon. He notes that a gecific response
to the TAC will be forthcoming. This will
address our own requests made two years ago at
Portsmouth, England. When we receive that
letter, we will know more about how to chart
our course. When that letter is received, | will
distribute it immediately.

Just remember: we are Anglicans;, we will
remain Anglicans and our course will be guided
by the Anglican compass given us by God.

In the meantime, know that | hold you al in
my prayers.

LITURGY

Remember that our canons provide for the use
of the 1928 Book of Common Prayer and the
appropriate missals in our worship. Other forms

that we are in a period of education and discernare not approved. However, permission may be

ment. We need to educate ourselves about the
various documents that are coming our way and
to pray for discernment, that we may better
know God's purpose for us al. | encourage you
al to engage in a period of study. Look at our
history, our liturgy and our theology.
Study the corresponding history,
liturgy and theology of othethurches,
particularly that of the Roman Catholic
Church. Thiswill alow us to become
better informed about the decisions
that we will be called to make.

As to discernment, | will offer the
following metaphor. Consider that we
have been given amap. All the details
have yet to be filled in, but we can see
some of the landmarks. Each day,
we receive more information and
are able to chart our course with
greater precision. We want to chart a

granted for the trial use of a text on a one-time

basis. This has been granted on one occasion for

the use of the Book of Divine Worship.
+Brian



