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From the Bishop’s Chair

Dear Brothers and Sistersin Christ,

This message comes to you as our diocese pre-
pares for synod. Synod is always a time of cele-
bration. It moves me deeply when people travel
from al over the diocese to gather for the purpose
of sharing Christian love and accomplishing the
church's business.

This year, we will gather in Conway, New
Hampshire for our Eighteenth Annual diocesan
synod. Eighteen years! It is hard to believe that
our diocese is that old; nearly through the teenage
years and ready for the full responsibilities of
adulthood. We are, as a diocese, fully prepared
for the next stepsin our journey into the life of
the Christian church.

That is the theme of this letter: how we live
into our mature Christian responsibilities and
fulfill the mission to which we have al been
caled.

It is appropriate that we meet at St. Margaret of
Scotland this year. St. Margaret's was one of the
first parishes in our once-fledgling diocese. Begun
by Faher Chamberlan (yes, before he was
elected bhishop), the parish originally met in the
small chapel on the lower level of the original
building. This lovely chape iswhere it al began
and | invite dl who attend synod to vigit this very
specid, historic and holy place. Though it may
seat only twenty people, that chapel served
many of the founders of both the parish and the
diocese.

We have grown since those early days. From
only six or seven very tiny missions, the diocese
has grown to over thirty parishes. From less than
ten clergymen, the diocese now has over forty
men in holy orders, with several more studying
at various houses of studies and residential
seminaries. Once, there were very few of us;
less than two hundred parishioners, including
both laity and clergy. Now, we have over one
thousand members in this diocese done. This




represents solid growth and it is very affirming
of God's mission.

There is much in our common life that we
can, with justification, celebrate and honor. But
we also must keep in mind that, just as we have
survived the formative years, we must ook to
the responsibilities of the diocese as a mature
entity.

Jesus calls us to come together in unity, to
share our gifts and to put those giftsto use. This
we do at synod. This is where it al comes to-
gether.

Just as the child moves to adulthood, leaving
behind those behaviors that are unproductive
while keeping those things that are truly pleasing
to God, our church must continue to grow toward
aproductive future in Jesus Christ.

Our theme for this synod will be "Embracing
the Great Commission.” Jesus has caled us to
fulfill The Great Commission and it is something
we must always carry with us. It is our privilege
and responsibility to fulfill the mission that
Jesus has called us to do; to make disciples of
all naions. The citizens of those nations are
with us in our towns and neighborhoods, our
cities and our homes. The Great Commission
was the theme of this Summer's youth camp and
the children of our diocese have made the Great
Commission part of their lives. Let's hear their
young voices; let us al make the Great Com-
mission an essential part of our lives

Now, for afew practical matters. During this
synod, we will hold a business meeting as usual.
Within the busness meeting, however, we will
plan an hour's time for meetings of both The
House of Clergy and The House of Laity. Each
body will be charged with particular tasks for
fulfilling the Great Commission. Officers will
be elected and yearly goals established. Both
bodies will be charged with the responsibility of
addressing domestic missionary activity, youth
ministry and Christian Education. A Canon
Missioner and a Director of Education for
Y outh will be appointed at thistime.

Above al, my brothers and sisters in Christ,
I look forward to seeing you at synod, to renew
acquaintances and, above al, to worship Our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in a spirit of love
and service to His Church.

-Your Brother in Christ, +Brian

Editorial
The Great Commission:
Our Job

Bishop Marsh has set the theme of this
year’s Synod as “Embracing the Great Commis-
sion”, and there can be no more fitting theme.
Our Lord Jesus, just as He was to ascend into
heaven, had one last thing to say to His disciples,
and to us. Though the four reports that have
come to us in Scripture are different in their
wording, all of them carry the same message:

Matthew 28:19-20: Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever | have commanded you: and, lo, |
am with you always, even unto the end of the
world. Amen.

Mark 16:15 ...Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel to every creature.

Luke 24:47 ...that repentance and remission
of sins should be preached in his name among
all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

Acts 1:8 ...ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth.

We have done a pretty good job of preserving
the treasures that have been given us. When the
pressures of this fallen world have tried to
change the teaching and alter the practice of the
One, Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church, we
have held firm, sometimes at considerable cost.
We’ve left buildings, endowments, and family
history behind, and have stepped out to start
over. Thisisdl agood, even awonderful record,
but we have to ask ourselves if preservation is
really the mission Our Lord has left us, or isthis
preservation intended to serve a greater purpose?

This is a falen world. This is a world in
which only a minority are Christian, and only a
minority of those are really serious about the
faith. This is a world that needs Jesus, that
needs the sacraments, that needs good preaching
and teaching, that needs every bit of what we
have preserved. The Bishop reports elsewhere
of the growth we have seen in the past 18 years.
What a wonderful story that isl We have some
solid and strong parishes, we have some small



and sometimes struggling missions, altogether We can! If we are faithful to Our Lord we
more than thirty centers from which we can  will, and the gates of hell cannot prevail. This
reach out and bring His Word to those who no is the theme of Synod. This is the theme of the
longer remember how hungry they are. Canwe  next issue of NEA. Will it be the theme of our
bring the fullness of the Gospel to New England  lives? ——ed pacht

and New York? Can we bring our friends and
neighbors to the foot of the Cross? Can we

fill our churches with people who now have IZ)IT:OEPS g(E:CD)PS,Ell__l\E/IIDSLIJ'II_'E
no interest in religion? Can we reach those
areas where we no have no work going? BISHOP MARSH

September 13. All Saints, Concord, NH
October 11. St. Lucy, West Winfield, NY
November 8. St. Michael, Holderness, NH

DIOCESAN CALENDAR, 2009
Calendar will be updated monthly.

August 23-29 Y outh camp will be held

o ! and Resurrection Mission, Camden ME
September 1-3 Executive Council and House .

of Bishops, Estes Park, CO December 13. St. Gabriel, Hartsdale, NY.
October 15-16. BISHOP FLORENZA
Diocesan Synod. Conway, NH. September 13. St. Paul, Portland, ME
[NOTE DATE CHANGE]

BISHOP LANGBERG
December 3-4.

Clericus. Location TBD September 27. St, Mary the Virgin,
Liverpool NY

S. Margaret’s of Scotland Anglican Church
Host Parish
To
The Diocese of the Northeast - Anglican Church in America
2009 Synod

On behalf of your hosting parish, St. Margaret’s of Scotland, | would like to welcome all
Clergy, Delegates, Parishoners, Friends, and Guests to the 2009 Diocesan Synod to be held at the Red
Jacket Mountain View Resort in North Conway, New Hampshire. The parishioners of St. Margaret’s are
pleased to be your hosts to this year’s synod. October is awonderful and beautiful time in New England

and especidly in the White Mountains Area. We hope that in addition to your participation in the Meetings
and Services at Synod, you will also take advantage of the many things to do and see in the area. North
Conway is known for its many popular shopping outlets, fine restaurants, and attractions. Even just a drive
around the areais a pleasant experience. It isour wish and prayer that your time with us will be spiritu-
aly fulfilling and personally refreshing, as you enjoy all this beautiful area has to offer.

WELCOME! --- BIENVENUE!

Rev. Prior KevinL.LaMarre, O.S.B. - Interim Priest
The Wardens, Vestry and Parishoners
St. Margaret’s Anglican Church - Conway, N.H.
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Bp Marsh to lead a tour to the Holy Land

Bishop Brian Marsh, the Ordinary of the Diocese of the Northeast, will be leading a 10 day
tour to the Holy Land in 2010. It will leave Tuesday, April'2The basic cost is $2498 (includ
roundtrip airfare from NYC, first class
hotels, guided sightseeing, entrance fees
to sites, and daily breakfast and dinner)
plus gratuities, taxes, and administrative
fees. This is a trip of a lifetime and
will give participants opportunities to
literally walk where the prophets,
apostles, and Jesus walked. The coor-
dinator for this tour is Archdeacon
Alan Koller, (845) 496-2804 or
akoller@frontiernet.net who has brochures
for distribution. Since final payment is
due to the tour operator (Educational
Opportunities Tours.) by December 18, it is important to register with a $300 deposit as sog
as possible. Small discounts are available for early registrations. Logos House credits will be
given to postulants who sign up and complete an academic paper.
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